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Diana Golden Brosnihan, 38

champion skier, motivator
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MATION | WORLD

CITY | REGION By Scott S. Greenberger, Globe Staff, 8/27/2001

BUSINESS

SPORTS D iana Golden Brosnihan, who overcame the loss of her right leg to
LIVING | ARTS cancer to become a champion disabled skier and a member of the

EDITORIALS | OP-ED International Women's Sports Hall of Fame, succumbed to the disease
yesterday in Women's and Infants Hospital in Providence. She was 38.
Weekly

W (Tue) The inspiring tale of how the Lincoln native triumphed over adversity was
C(.:lﬁng are('l%u.) told again and again in print and on the airwaves and reached millions of

Life at Home (Thu) ~ People in New England and around the globe.

Sunday Mrs. Brosnihan's first battle with cancer came at age 12, when her right leg

Automotive collapsed at her family's ski vacation home in New Hampshire. She was

Focus diagnosed with bone cancer and her leg was amputated from the knee down.

Learning

Real Estate . . . .

Travel But Mrs. Brosnihan, a skier since she was 5, refused to give up the sport.
Learning from Vietnam veterans, blind people, and paraplegics in a Mount

Local news Sunapee, N.H., program for disabled skiers, she continued to pursue her

City Weekly passion, eventually joining the US Disabled Ski Team.

South Weekly

Globe West " ber this ski bald. pale little eirl wh ki cl

North Weekly I remember this skinny, bald, pale little girl who came to my ski class not

NorthWest Weekly long after she had her leg amputated," said Kirk Bauer, one of her instructors.
"She was the most precocious kid I'd ever met."

Features
Globe archives After graduating from Lincoln-Sudbury High School, Mrs. Brosnihan went to
w Dartmouth College, where she trained with the school's ski team. Her
Columns I competitive career took off after she graduated in 1984: She won 10 gold
Comics medals at the World Disabled Ski Championships, three in both 1986 and
Crossword 1990 and two in 1988. And she dominated the US Disabled Alpine
Horoscopes Championships, winning 19 gold medals in giant slalom, slalom, downhill,
Death Notices : :

and combined categories.
Lottery
Movie Reviews
Music Reviews Mrs. Brosnihan also took home a gold medal at the first Olympics to include
NetWatch weblog disabled skiing - Calgary in 1988. That feat prompted the International
Obituaries Olympic Committee to name her the Female Skier of the Year, bypassing her
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two-legged competitors.
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"She was to her sport what Michael Jordan is to basketball or Tiger Woods is
Classifieds to golf," Bauer said.
Autos
BostonWorks In 1990, Mrs. Brosnihan retired from competitive skiing and became a
md motivational speaker. She spent the next five years traveling across the

country and abroad.

"T loved the speaking," she told the Globe in a recent interview. "There was
no gold medal at the end, but to succeed you had to touch someone's heart."

I‘g 5 ELiErll-CP'\LJJ nezt Her cancer reemerged. On New Year's Eve of 1993, she learned she had
Buy a Globe photo breast cancer. She had a double mastectomy. A few months later, doctors
found a growth in her uterus and ordered a hysterectomy.

Help
E-mail addresses In 1996, she learned the cancer had spread to her skeletal system, including
Send us feedback her spine. And in 1999, doctors told her it had spread to her liver.
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But her final years were anything but grim, by her own account. She married
Steve Brosnihan in 1997 - their first date was in the outpatient chemotherapy
wing of the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute - and the same year she was
inducted into the International Women's Sports Hall of Fame. She also was
named to the US National Ski Hall of Fame.

Sear ch the Globe: . L
I— Mrs. Brosnihan inspired her doctors and nurses - and anyone who met her -

with her positive outlook.

@ Today

C Yesterday "Everyone who came into her hospital room for whatever reason was

SEA RE immediately enchanted by her," Steve Brosnihan said last night. "That's a
quality that made her outstanding beyond any achievements she had as an
athlete.

"She once said, 'I'm not fighting cancer, I'm too busy living life,"" he added.
"She let some excellent medical people take up the battle for her, and she
concentrated on living the heck out of her life."
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